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mation, tha second Sunday in May as Moth-
er's Day. The first national proclamation was
issued by President Wilson on May 9, 1914.

Mothers* Pensions. Payments to mothers,
commonly known as 'mothers' pensions,3 are
grants of money from a public treasury for
the care, by the mother, of one or more de-
pendent children toward whose support the
father, either because of death or other rea-
sons, does not contribute. The general estab-
lishment of mothers' pensions in the United
States has doubtless been due in large measure
to the raising of the minimum age limit as ap-
plied to child labor.

The legislation in New York State in 1915
was of particular interest because of the wide
discussion of the subject following the issu-
ance of the report of a special commission
which had thoroughly investigated the mat-
ter. The law finally enacted provided for the
administration of the system by 'Local Boards
of Child Welfare' under State supervision, a
plan similar to that adopted in Massachusetts
in 1913, in which State the local overseers of
the poor act as dispensers of the aid under
the supervision of the State board of charity.
See NATIONAL INSURANCE.

Motherwort, (Leonurus cardiaca), a plant
of the order Labiatae, found about hedges and
in waste places in Europe, and abundantly
naturalized in some parts of North America.

Moth Fly, any member of the family Psy-
chodidae, with broad wings, and body and
wings covered with fine hairs. They live in
running water, on leaves in pools, and in
dried manure. About twenty varieties are
known in the United States.

Moths, or Heterocera, a division of the
Lepidoptera order of insects, including all
species not classed as Rhopalocera, or Butter-
flies. They form a distinctly heterogeneous*
. series, but in general may be said to differ
from the butterflies in the form of the anten-
na, the shape of the body, the position of the
wings when at rest, and the time of flight. The
antennas, which furnish the most distinguish-
ing feature, are neither blunt nor knobbed, as
in the butterfly, but are threadlike and taper-
ing, and often elaborately feathered. The
body is heavy, as a rule, and the wings are
usually held horizontal or folded roof-like
over the abdomen while the insect is at rest.
Most varieties of moth fly at night, though
some tropical species are diurnal in habit.
Practically all varieties, except the silk pro-
ducers, are directly injurious to man's inter-
ests in the larval stage, attacking growing
crops, shade and fruit trees, grain, honey,

woolen gocds, feathers, and other raw and
manufactured materials. (See INSECTS;
BUTTERFLIES; CATERPILLARS; LEPIDOPTERA;
CODLING MOTH; EGGER MOTHS; GYPSY
MOTH; LUNA MOTH.)

Consult W. J. Holland's The Moth Book;
M. C. Dickerson's Moths and Butterflies; W.
C. O'Kane's Injurious Insects (1912).

Motif, in a musical composition, means the
principal subject on which the movement is
constructed, and which, during the move-
ment, is constantly appearing in one or other
oftheparts,eithercomplete ormodified. Wag-
ner made almost constant use of the leit-mo-
tif ('guiding theme') in his music dramas. See
LEIT-MOTIF; WAGNER, WIT.HELM RICHARD.

Motion, as a legal term, signifies an appli-
cation to a judge at chambers or to a court
in a case which is proceeding, in order to
obtain an order or rule directing some act to
be done.

Motion in Plants. See Plants, Movement;
Insectivorous Plants. For animal locomo-
tion, see Flight.

Motion, Laws of. Newton bases his great
work, the Principia, on three law's of mo-
tion, which are statements, partly by way of
definition, partly by way of postulate, of
fundamental dynamic conceptions. The first
law asserts that every body left to itself,
free from the action of other bodies, will, if
at rest, remain at rest, or will continue to
move with constant velocity. It is usual to
regard the first law as a definition of the
property of inertia. The second law states
that the rate of change of the momentum of
a body measures in direction and magnitude
the force acting on it. To get into touch again
with the universe, we need the third law,
which states that to every action there is an
equal and opposite reaction. See DYNAMICS ;
FORCE; NEWTON; PERPETUAL MOTION.

Motion Pictures. See Moving Pictures.

Motive means, in general, what moves to
action or appeals to the will. It is used to
designate the end or object aimed at in the
action; and the feeling or emotion which
prompts the agent to seek the end. See
ETHICS.

Motley, John Lothrop (1814-77), Amer-
ican historian, was born in Dorchester, Mass.
In 1841 he went to St. Petersburg as secre-
tary of legation; but he disliked the post
and the place, and soon resigned. On his re-
turn he wrote several articles for the reviews,
and another historical novel, Merry Mount, a
Romance of the Massachusetts Colony (1849),
In 1849 Motley served a term in the Massa-